


As you may imagine, I have a lot of conversations with people, both inside and outside our
organization. One common question that seems to always come up is, “How is the Y doing?”
It is clear our community values the Whatcom Family Y, its positive impact, and deeply cares
about its health.

I am happy to tell you that 2023 was a historic year for the Whatcom Family Y as we continued
to work to address the pressing needs of our community.

In the past 24 months, we have expanded our Early Learning Program by over 55% by adding an
additional location (Heart House), moving into a new, expanded facility (Barkley), and moving
the Downtown Early Learning Center into another new, expanded facility (Millworks). In all, we
will have added approximately 90 new childcare slots to help address the childcare shortage in
our community-- in just over two years. 

We continue to help youth develop to their full potential through our School Age After School
Program (BASE). We are now serving more than 550 children through expanding access to
county locations (Lynden, Mt Baker, Kendall, Ferndale) and increasing the number of licensed
slots available at existing locations. In addition, our Summer Day Camp team served the most
children in licensed care ever.

To help address the growing problem of food insecurity, our Food Delivery Program delivered
over 3000 boxes of food to people and families in need across our community. 

In all, the Y provided over $400,000 in financial assistance,
made possible through the generosity of our supporters, to
ensure income is never a barrier to participating in the Y’s live
changing programs.

The one thing I hear most often is, “Our community would not be
the same with the Y”. Our success in 2023 would not have been
possible without the work of our incredible staff, volunteers and
supporters. We are humbled and truly thankful for your support.
Thank you for believing in the work of the YMCA.

Bill Ziels

A MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY

BILL ZIELS



We are thrilled to share the remarkable impact
our programs have had in the past year. Our
dedicated team, generous donors, and resilient
communities have come together to make a
significant difference in the lives of many. Here
are some highlights of our accomplishments:

Empowering Education
Through Scholarships

$80,570 in Early 
Learning Scholarships

were awarded.

Fostering Teen Growth
and Development

Over $30,000 was
allocated to support
free teen programs.

The WHATCOM FAMILY YMCA is
an association of individuals with shared values
which enhance the community with programs for 
the spirit, mind, and body.

OUR MISSION

EXTENT OF OUR REACH IN 2023

Membership Scholarships

We awarded $150,000
in scholarships to

subsidize the cost of Y
memberships.

General Membership

Our membership
surpassed 10,600

individuals.

Summer Camp Highlights

Supported 400
children in summer

camps with $13,000+
in scholarships.

Building Strong Foundations

Invested $26,568 in
youth success through

Before and After
School Enrichment

programs.



In 2023, we granted
$13,502 in Healthy

Living Scholarships.

In 2023 we saw over
800 seniors

participated in our
active older adult

classes.

$30,000 went to
support cancer
survivors in our

LiveStrong program

PEDALING FOR PARKINSON’S
The Whatcom Family YMCA hosts two
programs designed to ease the symptoms
associated with Parkinson’s - Pedaling for
Parkinson’s and Rock Steady Boxing. Not
only do these programs help the
participants with their physical well-being,
they also give them an important sense of
community that enables them to see that
they are not alone in their diagnosis. 

Beginning in 2014, the YMCA has helped
people with Parkinson’s to relieve their
symptoms by pedaling at a high cadence of 

HEALTHY LIVING

80-90 revolutions per minute. Although this
program is not a cure, research from the
Cleveland Clinic has shown that cycling at a
rapid pace can reduce the neurological
symptoms associated with the disease by an
astonishing 35%. During class the bicycles
are arranged in a large circle and group
members cycle together while sharing
stories and supporting one another’s
triumphs and struggles. 



YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT

2,258 children in Whatcom County honed
their skills while participating in YMCA
Youth Sports in 2023 - swinging bats,
making baskets and kicking goals under the
tutelage of 111 volunteers like Coach Taylor.
Ranging in age from tiny 3 year-olds to
long-legged preteens, the young athletes
learned basic skills and engaged in friendly
competition with a focus on sportsmanship.
To create a fair playing field that ALL
families have access to, the Whatcom 

Family Y gave $3,623 in scholarships to
Youth Sports participants.

Amanda is both a volunteer coach and
parent, “Both of my boys (now five and
eight) have been in YMCA childcare since
they were babies. I have LOVED the
opportunity to let them try sports through
the various clinics and leagues. It has been
a great low commitment/low cost way to see
what my kids enjoy.”

$48,000
GIVEN IN SCHOLARSHIPS
TO HELP SUPPORT GROWTH
AND LEARNING IN
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT. 



The Y delievered    3000+ boxes of food
throughout Whatcom County

Since 2020 we have delivered over 
150,000 pounds of food

457 Volunteers dedicated
over   5,761 hours of their time

to support Y programming
and events. 

"I'm fortunate that an essential part of my
job at the Whatcom Family YMCA ) is to
deliver food for the Bellingham Food Bank
each week. I get to see firsthand the
impact our efforts make in the lives of the
recipients. The thanks and appreciation
we get each week brightens my own life
and inspires me to try to do more in my
community and with the Y. Many thanks to
our donors for making this possible!" 
     — Dan McNabb, Membership Lead

SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

3000+

150,000

457
5,761



300 KIDS PRACTICED
THEIR CLIMBING
SKILLS THROUGHOUT
2023.
50 PEOPLE APPLIED
TO BECOME
CERTIFIED BELAYERS.

At the heart of the Whatcom Family Y, our
climbing wall stands not just as a physical
structure, but as a towering testament to
community spirit and collaboration.
Surpassing REI’s Pinnacle Climbing Wall in
Seattle, it is the tallest climbing wall in the
Northwest at 66 feet and the only top-rope
wall in Whatcom County aside from WWU.
This facility has drawn in an average of 200
participants weekly, eager to conquer its
heights and explore their potential.

Yet, the true essence of this facility's
success lies in the generous contributions
of our community volunteers. With over 30

individuals offering upwards of 700 hours
of their time, they share the focus area
social responsibility. Their dedication
ensures the climbing wall is more than just a
place for physical challenge; it's a venue
where the principles of teamwork, support,
and respect are actively cultivated.

Through this collective volunteer effort, the
rock wall at the Y exemplifies our
commitment to fostering a supportive,
engaged community. It stands as a powerful
reminder of what we can achieve together.

ROCK WALL VOLUNTEERS SHINE



The secret to change is to focus all of your energy not on fighting
the old, but on building the new.” – Socrates

VISIONARY 
$10,000-$24,999             
Jerry H Walton Foundation
Mary Ellen Copner
Whatcom Community Foundation

CHAMPION
$5,000-$9,999                 
Anonymous
Dawson Construction
Herb Ershig
Mercy Housing Northwest
CopperPoint Insurance
HUB International
Pamela Kiesner
Brooks Manufacturing
Jim & Sue Rhodes
Matrix Service Company
Roger & Dorthy Shimer

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
2023 DONOR RECOGNITION
The previous year stood as a powerful affirmation of resilience and the
expansion of our community, thanks entirely to the kindness of our
benefactors. United, we've created a significant and enduring effect!

NEW HORIZONS
$25,000+                  
Medina Foundation 
United Way of Whatcom County      

INNOVATOR 
$1,000-2,499                 
Anonymous (x3)
Kirsten Barron & Steve Brinn
Margo Barron
Swan Bender
Tammy & Brad Bennett
Barron, Quinn, Blackwood, PLLC
Peter Burkland
Rich Carter
Bellingham Cold Storage
Barkley Company
Haskell Corporation
Bob & Connie Diehl
Sail Electric
Howard Engle
Birch Equipment Co.
Bohn Johnson Family Fund
Bryce Fegley & Kjersten Hayes
Kyle & Jennifer Gebhardt
Miles Sand Gravel Company
Kathryn Haggen
Archer Halliday PS

AMBASSADOR
$2,500-$4,999                 
Jean Andresen
Peoples Bank
Jollefern Cole
Whatcom Educational Credit Union
Whatcom Community Foundation
Jeffrey & Debra McClure

Evan & Rebecca Haskell
Michael Hoagland
Elliot & Shannon Kuida
Jean La Valley
David & Tisch Lynch
Curt Maberry Farm
David Morse Jr & Jan Marchbanks
Beverly & Dan Mayhew
Meg Metzger
David & Wanda Mitchell
Profection Painting
Jeffrey Popp
Lynda & John Purdie
Karen Reed
Brian Rusk
Shon & Cambria Schmidt
CESCO Solutions
Jenny & Sean Spurgin
Rickard Tucker
Dennis Williams
Jeff Ziels
Larry & Jan Ziels

PARTNER
$500-$999                 
Anonymous
Thomas Alden
Beth Anderson
Katie Anderson

Harris PNW
Sallye Quinn
Justin & Ursula Remaklus
Shell
Bill Ziels & Debbie Ahl
Shirley Zuanich



ADVOCATE
$250-$499                 
Anonymous (x2)
Bill & Chris Attebery
Bellingham Auto Parts
Mark Barnett
Cynthia Bauleke
Donald Bauthues
Diane Becker
Mark Bender
John Blum
Virginia Bunnell
Judith Calhoun
Mary Carter
Michael Conboy
Gayle Cook
Susan Corbett
Richard Davis
Jane Dieveney-Hinkle
Peg Drummond
Bennett Engineering
Dave Fuchs
Christy Fazio
Morgan Freed
Patrick Gallery
Thomas & Kris Grinstad
Fred & Barb Grote
James Hansen
Michelle Harrington
Yeesoon Hassan
Elizabeth Hendrickson
Barbara Hilyer

Philip & Judith Andress
David Arpi
Robert Baird
Lynn Barr
Alison Beer
William Beer
Frank & Margie Belzek
Terry Bergstedt
Craig & Barbara Jean Bessire
Larry Bradley
Stephen Buetow & Naomi Sullivan
Stacy Butler
Brandi Civico
Dorothy DeGolier
Marsha Devine
John & Judith Dewing
Richard Edwards
Marcus Fairbanks
Smith Wendy
Donna Fields Moore
Kloke Financial Services
Ruth Flucke
Jennifer & Dave Gallant
Lynne Givler
Lynda Goodrich
Giang Ha
Rick Haggen
Roy Harmon
Harriet Holmgren
Charlie Hudson
Lakeside Industries
Vinson Latimore
Vera Lau
Paul Lovdahl
Katrina Johnson
Eleanor Mischaikow
Bob & Jeanette Morse
Megan Ohms
Minda Paul
Ellen Posel
Doug Proctor

Christine Richter
Amy Schneidmiller-Johnston
Peter Seyl
Pat & Shelley Simons
William Starks
Debra Strong
Kimberly & Pete Sutherland
Michael Temer
Charles Timblin

Marcy Hipskind
Sue Howe
Jill Hoyt
John Hoyte
Sherri Huleatt
Scott Johnston
Judith Kasper
Frank & Mary King
Mary Latta
Gordon Durham
Maren Larson
Eric Ludwig
John "Rod" MacKenzie
Margaret Malone
Dave Mauro
Keegan McAdams
Gary McHenry
Danny Fine Memorial Fund
Shannon & David Millican
Ellyn Murphy
Marvin Nelson
David Pillinger
Marcy Plattner
Patrick Preisinger
Renee Relin
Banter Restaurant
David Robb
William E Smith
Cynthia St Clair
Mary Swenson
Michael Whalen
John Whitmer
Kristin Wissler
Gilbert Wu
Barbara Zielstra
Judy Ziola

IN KIND GIFTS    
Cascade Radio Group
Lydia Place



2023 DONOR RECOGNITION CONTINUED
FRIEND
$100-$249                       
Anonymous (x9)
Rick Ackerman
Judith Akins
Thomas Allen
Sheri Allred
Mark Allyn
Ellen Alquist
Minda Rae Amiran
Dick & Dee Anderson
Ronald Arntzen
Louis Auto Glass
Sharon Avolio
Kristin Barber
Susan Beamish
Susan Beller
Brian Bennett
Julie Bennett
Carol Berman
Glenn Biernacki
Kate Birr
Jeanne Bogert
Rebecca Borella
BP
Ariel Brinn
Ginny Broadhurst
Cathy Brooking
John Burkett
Teresa Burt
John & Coralie Butler
Carol Butz
Michael Cain
Gloria Calderhead
Kristin Danielson
Allen Carbert
Terry Clark
Deanna Clemens
Judith Culver
Rik Dalvit
Andy & Connie Day
Dale Denney
Jamie Desmul
Michael Dispigno
Bill Dowe
William Dowe
Jenni Durgin
Robert Earl
Barbara Ellis-Quinn
Ingrid Enschede
Kathleen Erholm

Marne Evans
Henry James
Lori Clough
Bill & Julia Findley
Mindy Fisher
Scott Fleenor
Chris Flinn
Howard Furst
Richard Gardner
Kenneth Gass
John Goerlich Charitable
Trust
Karren Gougeon
Pete & Deborah Granger
Khanh Dan Ha
Judy Halbakken
Donald Hale
Leslie Harrington
Jeanine Hart-Horner
Jeremy Hendren
Becky Hetland
Jim & Michelle Hill
Stan & Kathy Hillier
Joan Hogen
Annette Holcomb
Bob & Connie Horne
Rick Huddleston
Karma & Rob Hugo
Susan Hyndman
Wendy James
Doraine Jensen
Charles Johnson
Rich Johnson
Bill Kern
Francine Kincaid
Laura Koehn
Roberta Krenz
Suzanne Krogh
Melody Lang
laura laura
Marcia Leishman
Michael & Mary Jo Lewis
Richard Lindsay
Deborah Loober
Tom Lopes
Ryan Lowery
Georgia MacGregor
Cindy Madigan
Corey Margolis
Anthony Marfin
Kenneth Marshall

Cynthia & Roy McCoskey
John McGuire
Curt McIvor
Janella McKay
Lewis Jones
Larry & Mary Jo
Menninga
Chris Mohnkern
Lois Nicholl
Kimberlee Nielsen
Krissy Norton
Arlane Olson
Shirley Osterhaus
Mike Oswald
Joyce Pacher
Sue Parrott
Elaine Pedersen
Christine Perkins
Michael Pietro
Becky Pillai
Shannon Poster
Kamira Rea
Jane Relin
Margen Riley
Graydon Robertson
Julie Rogge
Anthony & Rosie Saldana
Brian Saldana
Jim & Karen Sands
Laurie Satushek
Fred & Colleen Schacht
David Schultz
Amelia Seagrave
Susannah Sharp
Karen Sheldon
Joyce Shintaffer
Teri Shipman
Ralph Smith
Lori Stacy
Alexandra Starr
Jack & Sandie Starr
Rob Steady
Joann Steidl
Victoria & Shawn Steiner
Lori Stieve
Sharon Stone
Melissa Stratman
Barbara Ten Hove
Richard Van Kolken
Tim Viselli
Marian Volpe

Camille Koppenberg

Cynthia Kuhn

Emily Lewis

Tara Marshall

Kim Martin

Dixie McKay

Kourtnei McQuaig

Anita Merina

Donna Merlina

Sue Ming

Corrie Mitchell

Judith Mullenix

Linnett Murray

Robert Muzzy

John Nelson

Kim Niederhauser

Maggie O'Reilly

Elisha Orton

Rachel Parnow

Sue Parsons

Anastasia Potapov

Marvin Prince

Russell Pritchett

Donita Reams

Charles Rehberger

Ariel Riter

Lysa Rivera

Carol Rowand

Preston Schiller

Kathryn Sellereit

Jennifer Seltz

Alice Sigurdson

Karen & William Slodysko

Brendon Moore-Penaskovic

Jessica Solem

James Starks

Nancy Steele

Jennifer Streza-Ebenger

unknown unknown

William Szabo

Chelsie Taresh Ciscell

Leah Tarleton

Paula Tarleton

Hilary Thomas

Susan Thompson

Tifanie Treter

Jacqueline Trott

Isabel Van Miert

Jena Wahl

Daniel Weeks

Stephen Wilson

Josselyn Winslow

Nora Wolfe

Douglas Wood

Stacy Youngquist
While we're grateful for all
contributions, space
constraints limit us to listing
donors of $50 or more.

SUPPORTER
$50-$99 
Anonymous

Karen Allen

Michele Anderson

Bob & Pat Atkinson

Mia Bacco

Elijah Guidroz

Janet Berg

Silvia Berna

Helen Birchall

Jill Blair

Grace & Clarence Bob

Joey Burke

Henry Burwell

Erika Cailao

Claudia Callahan

Charlene Carr

Roger & Jane Carter

Bethany Chamberlin

Jack Crandall

James Crisp

Christopher Dahl

Terence Diffley

Linda Ehrlich

Annika Fain

Christine Ferry

Kelly Feutz

Glenn Gervais

Susan Gonzales

Jacqueline Goodall

Jean Hamilton

John Hedelund

Catherine Hitchman

Jacqueline Hollingsworth

Sandra Hubbard

Margaret Hynes

Valerie Jackson

Valerie Jacobsen

Zoe Jarvis

Heather Jia

Judith Johnston

Shirley King

Rachel & Marek
      Westerfield
Kaitlyn Whiteside
Janet Wilhoite
Lee Willis
Jennifer Willner
Jerry Wilson
Edward Wolf
Jennifer Woods
Jonalyn Woolf
Barry Yetter
Judy & Bill York
Dominique Zervas-Foley



2023 Campaign
Highlights

2023 OPERATING
FINANCIAL REPORT

Revenues       Expenses
Charitable Revenue
Membership & Programs
Government Contracts 
Interest Income
Other Income
Gain on Endowment
Special Capital Grant (Barkley ELC)

Total Revenue

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$

538,568
5,973,841
1,231,664

141,594
175,960
166,699

1,096,926

9,325,252

5,975,8164
79,043

1,232,634
378,996
306,108

8,372,596

$
$
$
$
$

$

Payroll
Facility
Program/Operating
Scholarships/Subsidies
Depreciation

Total Expenses

EMPOWERING FUTURES
We provided $408,000 in scholarships
supporting families who need it most. These
funds also ensure that our mission based
programs can thrive. 

COMMUNITY FOCUSED
We served 1400+ families throughout Whatcom
County in 2023.

LEGEND
Charitable Revenue
Membership & Programs
Government Contracts 
Interest Income
Other Income
Gain on Endowment
Special Capital Grant 

LEGEND
Payroll Expenses
Facility Expenses
Program/Operating 
Scholarships/Subsidies
Depreciation 

EX

P E N S ES

R
EV E N UES




